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Acting – 33/40               Direction – 30/35





Stage                              General                                                                        Excellent


Presentation – 12/15     Achievement – 8/10                               Total Marks  83/100     





Comments:


Acting:  


The principal male characters were played by two confident and experienced actors with good stage presence.  They deserve considerable credit for their handling of the very difficult philosophical dialogue.  They succeeded in bringing out the humour of the play.  Cues were picked up quickly giving the dialogue an effective pace (though perhaps some passages might have been slower simply to help the audience’s understanding!)  The early stumbles were understandable – once an actor is lost in this dialogue it is difficult to recover.  I felt the actors’ body language might have suggested more birdlike behaviour.  The actor playing Trixie was nicely contrasted with the two male birds.  Her vocal performance established the character’s aggression and frustration effectively and she used some subtle non-verbal business to suggest her bird-like agitation, e.g. her staccato head movements.


Production:


I very much liked the design of this production and the direction of the early moves, using the mirror, the see-saw and the biscuits, was effective.  There were some nice touches to bring out the early comedy, e.g. the speed of light business using the mirror.  The birds going head to head in the centre stage area was an extremely effective touch as was the symbolism of the male characters going round in circles and Trixie’s use of the see-saw latterly to declaim her wish for freedom or death.  I felt the symbolic moves might have been extended, e.g. perhaps there was some opportunity to use the mirror in this way.  The play had a nicely varied rhythm and pace and the climatic death of Trixie was a strong moment of theatre with some shock impact.  Perhaps there might have been more variety in the movements in the early scenes, the odd line was lost when actors turned upstage and I wondered about making the characters more bird-like in their mannerisms because when the characters used the stage furniture, had hands behind their backs, or heads under their wings etc. this worked well.  The Tinker and Joey characters might have been differentiated more because the play is most successful when Tinker is the forceful dominant character and Joey is more of a follower, e.g. being discomfited by the consequences of complaining.


Stage Presentation:


The all white set was excellent, as was the design and construction of the stage furniture.  I liked the imaginative use of simple costumes to suggest the differently coloured birds and the use of caps to suggest beaks.  Sound effects were very effective.


General Achievement:


Generally impressive handling of difficult dialogue by the cast, effective interaction and some imaginative direction.








