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Acting
We couldn’t have asked for more contrast between characters than we had here, yet there was nothing stereotyped about their performances.

TERRENCE, slightly stuffy and something of a know-all, submissive when his wife orders him around, is just the sort of man we would expect snobbish LOUISE to marry.  She doesn’t stand a chance, though when up against an ebullient and outrageous VICKY, who doesn’t miss a trick when bringing her character to life.  She enjoys a happy-go-lucky relationship with partner STEVE, equally unconventional and equally likeable.  These four played with such energetic commitment there was never a dull moment through all their trials and tribulations en route for the wedding.

Direction

From the tranquil opening of Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring, followed by that mad scramble to claim ‘first to the pew’, the production had enough contrasts to satisfy the most critical theatregoer.  Tempo and decibels rose and fell with consummate skill and although quite a long play (52 minutes), interest never flagged.  We were swept along, mesmerised by the gusto of the four would-be wedding guests.  Laughs abounded, proving communication skills.
Stage presentation

Remarkable what can be achieved with four chairs and a small table.  These were so adaptable, and were switched around with such slickness, that we’d no difficulty in following all the various modes of transport they represented.  Costumes of the girls were ideal – and yes, we got the message that Louise was wearing an Onyx model – but Steve was supposed to be in a suit, rather than in an outfit quite so casual, while Terrence, I rather thought, would have been in more conventional morning dress.  However, the standard of entertainment was adequate compensation.
General Achievement
A strong point in this production was the way the characters changed during the run of the play, with Vicky quite laid back at times and Louise quite capable of letting her hair down on occasion.  Liked, to, the subtle way the partners changed sides.

Well done Buccaneer Theatre.
