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MARKS





Acting – 35/40               Direction – 27/35





Stage                              General                                                                        


Presentation – 12/15     Achievement – 8/10                               Total Marks  82/100     





Comments:





Acting – All actors conveyed their persons very well, especially through movement and physical language, whether within themselves or in relation to others.  Voice characterisations were soundly realised, though occasionally some lines were obscured by accent.  There were some slight fankles in dialogue, but this should be done with more rehearsal.


Direction – A very simply, but effectively, produced playing of this piece.  The director set the cages in a dramatic rather than a realistic way.  This helped to produce good sightlines and helped to create physical and visual tensions amongst actors.  More focus might have been made of Ben’s final speech, the better to create further dramatic impact for the finale.  This was well realised by use of shadows and the final howl by Fritz.


Stage Presentation – A well dressed set, effective even more for its simplicity.  The slight raising of the platforms, with bars gave better sightlines and more opportunities to frame the actors.  Lights were well used to effect the change of mood, e.g. blue at Ben’s death.  Costumes were right, just suggesting the dogs’ characters.


Right at the end – perhaps consider use of spots on Ben and Fritz to lend more impact?


General Achievement – An excellent production of this piece.  One where the audience was kept engaged and taken through some well wrought emotional hoops.  As discussed, one or two scenes perhaps require a little thought to focus more on the dramatic impact.





Excellent.








