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MARKS





Acting – 29/40               Direction – 26/35





Stage                              General                                                                        


Presentation – 11/15     Achievement – 8/10                               Total Marks  74/100     





Comments:


The difficulty of suggesting 4 dog pens was neatly solved by using the stylised bars.  The raised areas also designated each dog’s territory.  Very good wardrobe, each piece reflecting the dog’s personality.  Sound effects, both taped and live worked well.  Some more imaginative touches in lighting would help the atmosphere.  Try to restrict your light to the main acting areas.  Reverse the final lighting plot, leaving Ben in the dark and let us see the reaction of the others.  Intelligent direction brought out various moods in the play.  Excellent use of body shapes to achieve variety.  Pathos contrasted with humour.  Rhythm was slightly even at times.  You can orchestrate the piece some what more by sharpening up cue bite in a couple of sections.  Make more of anticipating the visit.  Nice under caring by the other dogs as each in turn is interrogated.  Company catching the double standards.


Sensitive playing for all the cast.  Lovely gentleness adopted by Ben.  Very good vocal delivery and impressive stillness on stage.  He contrasted well with Fritz who was aristocratic with a military bearing.  Sense of experienced dog here – a thinking performance.


Fifi – very good accent, watch pitch of voice.  Antagonism from Fritz was well marked – in her delight at the cross breed line said it all.


Ginger – tremendous energy.  Caught the youthful enthusiasm.  Great mobility and played the humour very well.  Innocence in his face.


Warden – sympathetic yet professional.  She came across as really caring for her charges.  Real character created by the visitor.  Showed the real dilemma of her position in wanting a dog.  She did realise the implications.
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