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Acting –             33/40               Direction –      23/35





Stage                              General                                                                        
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Comments:





Initially I liked the composite set but ultimately I felt the staging of the play did not work. While we rightly dismissed the use of cross lighting, I wonder if, on a larger stage, the answer might have been for one of the three scenes to be played on a rostrum, isolating it from the other two. I certainly had difficulty concentrating on the main narration. Using the set you had, I had no problems with lighting, costumes were in period, and sound effects were well chosen.





The production had many strengths. There was considerable variety, voices orchestrated well, characters were all believable. There were some lovely moments and the ending was powerful. There was an unfortunate uncertainty with words and the rhythm of the play was never really established.





Hangman looked the part and, both vocally and in movement, he conveyed the character. It was a pity about his loss of words. Claude is perhaps the most difficult to play and he handled the challenge well. He played with a effective straight, neutral face. Herbert and Margaret played well as a team. His control conveyed the tension and his quiet acting was good. She was powerful yet controlled too. Her character was spot on. Lily fired into life and gained the maximum out of her character.





Despite concerns at the staging, and some elements of hesitancy, there were some fine characters created and some powerful pictures too.








