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I could feel Denzil’s stiff limbs as the play opens, while variety of facial expression was something to be marvelled at and enjoyed.
Kate was just as I imagined and what a wonderfully outrageous costume!  She did look remarkably clean for someone who smelled and had been living rough for some time, but that’s a minor detail.  The part demands that Kate throws inhibitions to the wind but retains her warmth and humour.  All these were portrayed to perfection.

There was enough movement to sustain interest, with no unfortunate hiatus at any point.  Both Kate and Denzil knew how to draw us into the limited area in which the scene was set.  These two players added up to a very convincing partnership and as Denzil slowly mellows towards the unsavoury Kate, who knew exactly when to become less boisterous, modifying her powerful voice, but was equally adept at pointing out  the highly comic lines.  She must have been delighted with the ready response from her audience.

Denzil’s reactions to drinking the contents of the hot water bottle and to Smudge, Kate’s imaginary, flea-ridden dog, were a lesson to all in how to enhance a role with facial expression.

Direction

Showed complete understanding of how to translate the written word for public performance.  It was, above all, convincing.  We believed in Denzil and Kate, both having that essential air of spontaneity which brings a performance to life.  There was climax after climax and all were totally credible, with sure exploitation of humour and pathos in a very confident production, ideally cast.

Stage presentation

The set was simple, effective and ideally lit.  I liked the overhanging tree branch which seemed to shelter Denzil and Kate from an outside world at times hostile to their circumstances.  Park bench and litter bin was just right and it did seem to be an upmarket sort of public park.  Ingenuity and skilful handling of props in capable hands.
General Achievement

Overall a lesson in good timing, with pauses every bit as eloquent as the words themselves.  Held the attention of the audience from start to finish.

Congratulations to all on winning best play and best individual performance.  I regret there was no opportunity to meet the team for a private adjudication, but well done Buccaneer Theatre
