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MARKS





Acting – 31/40               Direction – 28/35





Stage                              General                                                                        


Presentation – 12/15     Achievement – 8/10                               Total Marks  79/100     





Comments:


Acting 31/40


I wanted Mrs. Sullivan to stumble more convincingly giving point to the words about saving the cake.  Julie’s entrance totally in character and a fine performance throughout.  Pace picked up when Kevin arrived, though his amorous advances might have been more purposeful.  Giving Frank a stutter was a clever touch and his dialogue very entertaining, as was his “demolishing” spider.  A particular fine performance from Albert in his very long speech and well-timed and holding interest.  Handled both pathos and humour with confidence.  Like Kevin, slightly fast at times, much clearer speech when further downstage.  Some reservations about Mrs. Sullivan when drunk, but overall a well-balanced cast.





DIRECTION 28/35


Was in safe experienced hands.  In many ways a difficult play to stage, turning from comedy to black humour, but this was done with conviction.  There were a few straight lines and some masking, but the ingenious way in which the humour was exploited, more than compensated.  Some of the antics as the hammer was fought over, Kevin’s antics while devouring the spider, for instance, won well-deserved response from the audience, these were an excellent interpretation of the text, and the humorous scenes were played with realistic gusto.





STAGE  PRESENTATION 15/15


Effective lighting plot and very practical realistic set, allowing ample space for movement.  Costumes appropriate as were the props (liked the cake) with slight reservations about the less than flamboyant dressing gown.  I’d still prefer Mrs. S to be moved from present prominent position when retching into Albert’s bowl, but take the director’s point about it making the chase more realistic.  A well paced production with many subtle touches.





GENERAL  ACHIEVEMENT 8/10


Obvious at private adjudication that this was a real team effort and well thought out.  Both cast and director must have been encouraged by the enthusiastic response of the audience.  A story line we could relate to and brought to life on stage with sympathy and understandingly clearly defined characters.








