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Acting
Peter – wisely made the part his own, with no echo of David Jason in his performance.  Reminded me a little of Rodney Bewes in The Likely Lads.  Completely credible at all times, whether being seduced by Heidi, teased by Monica or put in his place by Cadwallader.  An excellent sense of timing with the humour of the lines well portrayed.  A wealth of facial expression, good body language and a very athletic performance, somewhat to his cost!  To be commended for the long speech on P.4 and for the spiked drink scene with that beatific smile second time round.

Kurt – Glad we had him there in the flesh rather than as the disembodied voice suggested in the script.  Good attempt at the German accent, sacrificing nothing to clarity.  Looked the part and was always right on cue.  I thought we might have had a smile when he’s saying “I think you will be very pleased with me”, but then some Germans have little sense of humour!  Small part but ably handled.

Heidi – Junoesque in stature, which added to the comic element in the scenes with Peter.  Gave every evidence of being sex-mad and ready to devour the object of her affection.  Securely in character and even remembered to drop the heavy accent on announcing that she’s working for a Japanese consortium.  Of course, she could work for them and still be German, but it adds to the humour if we’re led to believe that she’s been acting a part all along.

Monica – here my ideas differed with those of the director, though, interestingly enough, they coincided with those of Sandra, playing the part.  Monica’s father is a country vicar; she’s won trophies for pony club events and has some rather twee lines addressed to peter.  This suggests (to me at any rate) someone lacking in sophistication and usually seen without high heels and a handkerchief-pointed shirt.  A plain Jane hairstyle, too, would have suited the visual conception of the character.  When she enters, complete with face cream, “granny” nightie and hairnet, that seemed the right image, contrasting well with Heidi and the stunning Mitzi.  This made it even more startling when her true colours are revealed at the end.  That said, this was another accomplished performance with a natural, spontaneous quality and assured stage presence.

Cadwallader - The role seemed tailor-made for him, but I suspect this actor could make any part his own.  I liked that rabbit-nosed twitch on entrance.  It gave the audience a clue immediately as to character.  Slightly arrogant to begin with, making Peter appear ever more inefficient, through apoplectic anger and hysteria, he infuses every emotion with complete conviction, taking a delightful audience with him every step of the way.  Slight hesitation before “How do you go deaf after a fishing accident?”, but it does say “delayed take” here, so perhaps deliberate.

Peter and Cadwallader – what a partnership!

Mitzi – There was nothing dumb about this blonde bombshell with a figure to die for and the courage to make the most of it.  Acting ability was apparent from the moment she appeared and her ineptitude with these eggs was priceless, matched by the triumph of ultimate success and chagrin when Heidi scoffed the lot.  Pleasing to both the eye and ear.  Well cast.

Tregunter-Jones – A Sandy Toksvig look-alike with the right degree of mannishness and the ideal costume.  (Loved the hat!)  Particularly good on the telephone.  We really believed there was an Eric at the other end of the line, and how well she played along with her supposed role as the doctor.  Confident, authoritative.  Would have liked to hear more of the lower vocal register to emphasise the rather butch character,  but otherwise a very satisfactory performance.  She had humour too, as in the “Not really?” interchange.  Good exit with Mitzi, well placed either side of door for the “fingers” line.
Production
In a nutshell – energetic, enthusiastic, slick and hilarious.  The many exits and entrances had to be executed precisely, and were.  Grouping and moves planned with skill, and there would have been pleasing tableaux had the action been temporarily halted at any one point.  Our attention was always focused in the right direction and at the same time those not in the limelight continued to react to whatever was going on, but never obstructively.

In the script, the end of Act 1 is weak, but not in this production.  Overall, pace was swift, as it had to be, but pauses too, coming after some ambiguous statement, were eloquent.  It says much for the skill of the director that the audience responded quickly to the well-pointed humour and that interest never flagged.

The rope scene was always going to be difficult, but I suggest tension eased momentarily before it was meant to, but no opportunity was lost to highlight drama, humour and chaos, with the final denouement taking us by surprise, just as the authors intended.

Audience response throughout was certainly deserved.

Presentation
Brightly lit, attractive set, furnishings to appropriate scale and everything there for a purpose.  Wise to omit these temperamental filing cabinet drawers, which would have done little to further the plot or add to humour, although the authors obviously thought differently.

I’d suggest a more prominent position for that picture of the Matterhorn so that the direction of Peter’s gaze and the reason for his sudden inspiration, becomes apparent.  Would also like to see that plant replaced with something lower in height – an ashtray, perhaps, or trade magazine.

Apart from slight reservations about Monica’s outfit, costumes were fine, Mitzi’s sensational!  Full marks to the stage crew for perfect synchronisation of sound effects.

(I did wonder why we had sombre Wagner before curtain up.  Because he was German, perhaps, or maybe because he founded a theatre?)

General Achievement
A demanding play to which a talented cast did justice.  No weak links and excellent teamwork from start to finish, winning deserved response from an enthusiastic audience.  I’m sure Saturday’s audience enjoyed this production every bit as much as we had done.

Every word from every player clear and firm, even at speed.  A happy and successful evening for all concerned.  With one lady confiding, “I nearly wet my knickers?”, that really says it all.  Well done Buccaneer Drama Club.
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