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Acting
MISS TATE (I’m in charge) gave the right air of authority with a smile.  Very crisp diction, though there was a tendency at times to allow the vocal register to become slightly shrill.  ARNOLD and URSULA were just as we wanted them to be.  ARNOLD is obviously concerned about his mother’s welfare, URSULA possibly less so, but, we wanted to see her mellow a little more when she concedes that Maisie’s theatrical swansong was ‘ actually very good’.
MAISIE MAY showed little trace initially of the star she’d once been, which was surprising.  She’s obviously a survivor and tells us her son and  daughter-in-law

Have no sense of humour, so for comparison it would have been good to hear her convince us of her own sense of fun.  She’s also a bit of a rebel – a mischief maker even – and some of her lines reveal her vocabulary to be less than ladylike.  We did have elements of stageiness when discussing her comeback with Chris, but it would have been good to see animation and facial expressions earlier.  She’s a different person when she smiles and after all, she does tell us that it was laughter that had kept her going through life.  Her singing was most enjoyable as she became progressively like the star she once had been.

DAD convincing from the first line and drew the right response from the young Maisie May.  DORA too, was completely credible in her dotty ramblings and flights of fancy.  CHRIS was persuasive without being pushy and knew exactly how to humour Maisie |May in all her eccentricities.  Also knew how to charm Miss Tate and the Windrushes, giving a performance straight from the heart of the impresario he claims to be – or hopes to be.  He drew wonderful response from Maisie May, her speech becoming faster, her gestures more animated altogether.
Direction
Was sympathetic to the mood of the play, moving smoothly from humour to nostalgia, occasionally tugging at the heartstrings.  Ending was very effective.
Stage presentation
A clever representation of a corner of Maisie’s room in Long Autumn, everything scaled to size, the décor bright and cheerful.  No criticism of costumes, except that cardigan and tweed skirt, along with a severe hair style, didn’t reflect the character of Maisie which sprang to easily from the pages of the script.
General Achievement
Switching of scenes by use of blackout worked well for the most part.  A very competent cast, playing with sincerity.
Well done Buccaneer Theatre.
