Trivial Pursuits by Frank Vickery 

Performed by Buccaneer Theatre Club at Lossiemouth on 18th October 1997 Adjudicated by Dick Gibson 01241 852592 

General comments 

My approach when adjudicating is to imagine prior to the performance, that a professional team had the same resources as the amateur team and I note the differences from that ideal, marking accordingly whilst taking into account the degree of difficulty presented by the script. 

This is a good, well written but VERY difficult play requiring excellent timing, a good rate of line delivery and a high level of concentration by the actors in order to keep the audience on theirs toes and suspend disbelief. This team achieved that in a near professional manner. I congratulate them for their hard work in presenting a play, which was entertaining in principle and practice. 

Acting 

The 10 characters were all portrayed in the same comedy/farce style and showed excellent differentiation, each actor finding a separate niche for his/her performance. There were no weak link performers and no prompts, so although there was a small number of 'hesitations', concentration was very good throughout. Each of the actors had a scene or scenes where they could display a full range of appropriate vocal skills and movements related to the character being played and this was generally very good. 

Teddy showed particular skill bringing much variation of volume, tone, pitch and accent in the telling 'the joke' on page 51. The joke badly told by Derek a few pages later showed much the same but complementary range of skills, not to mention the ability to fall and fart very skilfully. Deidre had especial skills in still acting/listening but on occasion should have used a lower voice pitch although at all times clear, precise and meaningful in presentation. Nick's body language both directly and in response to dialogue was impressive, as was his ability to handle props. Eddie was a well played, interesting character highlighted by good stage presence and an enthusiastic lisp, very lightly played. Joyce had a good, natural laugh and enjoyed the men to our amusement. Seemed to be a well-practised alcoholic. Mona as the choreographer had good movement and gesture and although always clear needed to lower her vocal tones on occasion. Some facial expression a little over done but in contrast this worked excellently in her favour on the line 'Give dress to ‘Roz’. Giggles beautifully. Jessica looked just right in both her outfits and had very good verbal attack. Roz was a fine mime artist, verbally clear and well paced. Good listener but sometimes making too much facial effort. Very good domestic exchanges with Nick re paint stripes in Act2 Scene2. Pearl was a little nervous and hesitant at the start but soon settled down to produce a clear, confident performance. She moves and positions herself intelligently. 


Possible marks 
40 


Actual score 
34 

Production 

This was a well cast, confidently and skilfully managed and rehearsed production with few flaws. Characters were well differentiated with excellent changes of mood, positions, pace and volumes. Scenes were well shaped and climaxes and scene endings well taken. Some laughs were talked over but not many. Grouping and changes of grouping were skilfully engineered to avoid masking and highlight relationships. A multi-level set design aided this. Orchestrated chaos at end of Act 1 with the smoking BBQ was classic. There was a greater need for dialogue overlaps particularly when dialogue moved from one group to another on the patio. Also some 'confidential' conversations should have been stage whispered to maintain our belief that other characters on the stage could not hear the exchange. The excellent finale with Teddy in drag, miming to Sweet Charity was very good fun and excellently choreographed but would have benefited by being trimmed to about half its length to maintain impact. The printed programme was clear and punchy and the whole feel of the production was one of warmth, care and energy. 


Possible mark 
35 


Actual score 
30 
Stage presentation 

The set design and construction greatly aided the performance by being multi-level and coloured to positively create the right ambience for lighting and contrast for costumes. The practical window in the house exterior and door in the fenced garden worked well on each occasion. Backing flats were coloured and lit to enhance the exterior effect. 

Properties were well chosen and practical, smoking BBQ, ladder, garden furnishings etc. 

Lighting created the proper effect of a bright exterior. Scene changes were well carried out with the exception that one blackout was slightly marred by light leakage from backstage but this did not affect out enjoyment. 

Sound and music effects were well chosen and presented, adding to the overall professional approach shown elsewhere. 

Costumes complimented the characters who wore them and showed great attention to detail. Makeup was either satisfactory or in the case of Teddy's drag act, excellent. 


Possible mark 
25 


Actual score 
21 


Possible total mark 
100 


Actual total score 
85 

